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This Fix That Graph deals with how proficiency scores are reported.  Personnel in each state, 

district, and school throughout the country track proficiency scores as a requirement of the No 

Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) of 2001.  Districts should monitor this type of information anyway 

as a tool to keep up with how students are learning toward district standards. 

 

The creator of the graph chose a bar graph to show the percent of students proficient on an 

assessment.  There are a number of good things the designer did here including (1) used a bar 

chart to show the data, (2) used a full scale (0-100%), (3) provided a label for each district with 

the chart, (4) included labels with units on each of the bars (5) included a key that addresses the 

information in the chart, and (6) provided the beginning of a chart title. 

 

 
 

Take a minute and answer the following questions using the data as graphed above: 
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1. What state is represented here? 

2. What specific assessment is tested? 

3. What percent of students were proficient for the state? 

4. What is the AYP target for 2010-11? 

 

The designer of the graph is off to a good start, but there are a few things the designer can do to 

better display the data. 

 

Deb’s Fix for this Graph. 

Here’s how I tweaked the graph to make this graph even better. 

 

More specifically, here are things I did to tweak this graph: 

1. I chose to use horizontal bars instead of vertical bars.  I did this because the idea of 

including the names of the districts is a good one.  But it is easier to read the names when 

the bars are horizontal. 

AYP Target 
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AYP Target 
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2. I revised some of the colors in the bar.  The original graph has a number of colors in the 

bars – it uses red, green, and dark blue in addition to the deep blue used on the bars.  I 

used a lighter color blue so that the contrast between the darker blue and the white 

background wouldn’t be so great – and it’s much easier on the eyes.  I used a darker blue 

for the state comparison and used a simple gray for the AYP lines.  Again, this is easier 

on the eyes.  (Just stare at the original graph for a few seconds and you’ll see what I 

mean.) 

3. I revised the title so it tells exactly what the data shows.  Remember to tell what data the 

graph shows, the actual assessment that was used, the time period for the test, and the 

grade level and the group the data represents.   

4. I added a label for the x axis, Percent of Students Scoring Proficient. 

5. I kept the AYP targets since that is something I often include on the charts and graphs I 

design, but instead of putting the information in the key, I put the information within the 

bar graph area.  I used a simple gray line to indicate the AYP targets and put the year for 

the targets below the scale where they fall.  If I were using this in a presentation, I would 

leave the AYP targets off the graph and then have my audience draw them in.  That 

makes a quick interaction during a presentation. 

6. I kept the same color scheme because the intent is to tweak the graph and not necessarily 

redo it from scratch. 

7. I also kept the data going from low to high – as in the original graph because the first 

things folks do when they review data such as this is to try and sort the rankings.  It’s 

natural for people to do this.  So instead of presenting the Y axis in alphabetical order, I 

left it in ascending/descending order. 
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